
Nine Mile Falls Elementary Families, 
 
I can’t believe it is already the end of the 2021/2022 school year! We had a great year and were 
excited to resume many of our Nine Mile Elementary traditions. As most of you know, I will be 
on maternity leave at the beginning of the 2022/2023 school year. I will be working all summer 
to get ready for the next school year. Filling in as principal/administrator during my leave will be 
Mr. Baerwald and Mr. Elzey. I will see everyone again in October! 
  
We are already starting the planning process for the next school year. In this letter, you will find 
some changes and highlights that we thought we would share with you now. Have a safe and 
amazing summer!  
 
Thank you, 
Heather Gamboa 
 
Parent/Student Handbook: 
We will have a new parent/student handbook for the 2022/2023 school year. It will be filled with 
a lot of important information, some of which is not listed here. 
 
Attendance: 
We will be going back to the traditional rules for attendance since we are off covid restrictions 
for absences. We love having students at school and can’t stress enough the importance of 
having them here as much as possible. The state considers high absences at 18 and above. 
We will be following our previous protocol that includes sending home letters and setting up 
meetings with families when your child reaches 3, 7, 10 and 18 absences. This includes 
excused and unexcused absences. This protocol follows state guidelines.  We can’t stress 
enough the importance of having students at school every day.  
 
Parking lot (pickup/dropoff): 
Parking Lot rules/guidelines will be laid out in our 2022/2023 Parent/Student handbook. There 
have been several safety concerns this year. Please watch for these guidelines.  
 
No Gum: 
We have added another rule for next year:  no gum in the building. We have had various issues 
with gum, and we are asking that it stays at home. 
 
No toys: 
Toys are a distraction at school and belong at home. 
 
No electronics: 
We cannot be responsible for lost, broken or stolen electronics brought to school from home.  
Please keep electronics at home. If your student has a phone, it has to stay in his/her backpack 
at all times during the school day. If they have a smartwatch, checking time is the only thing 
permitted during school hours.  



 
Breakfast and Lunches: 
It has been nice to offer free breakfast and lunches to all students for the last two years, but that 
time has passed. We are still looking at serving an optional breakfast for a cost next year. 
Breakfasts will be around $1.75 and lunches will be around $3.00. If you believe you will qualify 
for free or reduced breakfast and lunch, please take a look on our school website under Food 
Services. All applications will need to be completed in the fall.  
 
 
Important dates for the fall: 
Kindergarten Experience:  Wednesday, August 24th, 12:00 - 1:30 p.m 
First day of school: Wednesday, August 31st 
There is no school Monday, September 4th- Labor Day 
First full day for kindergarten: Wednesday, September 6th 
Open House: September 22nd 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support,  
 
Heather Gamboa 
Principal  
Nine Mile Falls Elementary 
hgamboa@9mile.org 
(509) 340-4013 
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